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SERMON- 


Brethren,  pray  for  us,  that  the  word  of  the  Lord  may 
have  free  course  and  be  glorified  even  as  it  is  among 
you. — 2 Thessalonians,  iii.  1. 

The  design  for  which  the  public  institutions  of  our 
religion  are  maintained  and  its  teachers  set  apart,  is  so 
well  expressed  in  these  words,  that  they  offer  a suitable 
introduction  to  our  remarks  on  the  present  occasion. 
They  declare  the  object  which  we  purpose  to  promote,  in 
ordaining  our  brother  to  the  work  of  the  holy  ministry. 
They  describe  the  end  for  which  he  is  to  labour  in  the 
fulfilment  of  his  ministry.  They  express  that  spirit  of 
devout  dependence  upon  God,  which  should  occupy  the 
hearts  of  those  who  are  this  day  to  receive  a paster. 
‘ Brethren,’  says  the  apostle,’  ‘pray  for  us,’  the  minis- 
ters of  Christ,  ‘that  the  word  of  the  Lord’ — that  word, 
which  we  preach,  which  is  God’s  truth,  and  the  sancti- 
fication of  man — ‘ may  have  free  course  and  be  glorified’ 
— may  have  a wide  and  unobstructed  prevalence,  and 
be  an  object  of  the  admiration,  affection,  and  faith  of 
mankind. 

This  is  the  object  of  our  prayers  and  labours.  This 
is  the  object  to  which  we  devote  our  brother.  It  mav 
not  be  unsuitable  to  the  occasion,  to  remark  on  some  of 
the  means  by  which  this  object  may  be  effected  ; which  I 
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shall  attempt  to  do  under  the  two  divisions  suggested 
by  the  text. 

I.  1.  In  the  first  place,  the  circulation  of  the  scriptures 
is  a powerful  means  of  effecting  this  object.  They  are, 
in  one  sense,  the  word  of  God,  though  not  in  the  sense 
of  our  text,  as  the  New  Testament  did  not  exist  at  the 
time  of  the  apostle’s  w'riting  this  epistle.  This  volume 
is  the  repository  of  those  facts  and  instructions  on  which 
the  whole  system  of  our  religion  rests.  The  more 
widely,  then,  it  is  known,  and  the  more  carefully  it  is 
studied,  the  more  generally  will  religious  truth  prevail; 
and  if  any  errors  have  been  mingled  with  it  in  its  pas- 
sage down  to  the  present  age,  the  more  readily  will  they 
be  removed.  One  chief  cause  of  error  is  want  of  know- 
ledge. Men  uphold  false  systems,  because  they  are  ig- 
norant of  the  true.  And  the  great  book  of  truth  cannot 
be  familiarly  in  the  hands  of  all,  exercising  its  rightful 
influence  over  minds  and  hearts,  and  yet  the  dominion 
of  error  and  falsehood  stand.  The  evil  at  present  is, 
that  the  scriptures  are  neither  sufficiently  read,  nor 
with  sufficient  freedom.  The  many  still  pay  too  great 
deference  to  their  theological  standards  and  religious 
superiors,  and  to  the  impressions  of  early  years.  They 
suppose  that  they  know  their  religion  already,  and  there- 
fore, either  do  not  study  the  bible  at  all,  or  they  study 
it  for  some  other  purpose  than  that  of  learning.  So  that 
the  light  of  truth  is  prevented  from  reaching  their  un- 
derstandings and  hearts,  either  by  closing  the  volume 
which  contains  it,  or  by  closing  their  eyes,  when  the 
volume  is  opened.  Whatever  is  done  then,  toward  pro- 
moting the  frequent,  studious,  intelligent  perusal  of  the 
sacred  volume,  is  so  much  for  the  advancement  and 
influence  of  the  Gospel;  and  as  it  was  the  bringing  out 
of  the  scriptures  from  their  hidden  places,  which  shook 
the  power  of  the  Papal  throne  ; so  it  is  the  thorough 
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removing  of  the  veil  from  them,  and  introducing  them 
freely  and  fearlessly  to  the  understandings  of  men, 
which  shall  ensure  the  dominion  of  the  consistent  and 
glorious  Gospel. 

2.  The  prevalence  of  religion  is  to  be  ensured  by  the 
maintenance  of  Public  Worship;  a means  the  more  par- 
ticularly to  be  noticed,  as  it  is  the  principal  object  for 
which  Christian  societies  are  organised.  The  influence 
of  this  is  incalculable.  No  one  can  doubt,  who  reflects 
but  for  a moment,  that  more  is  owing  to  it  than  to  all 
other  causes ; and  that  no  mode  of  diffusing  and  perpe- 
tuating knowledge,  and  the  influence  of  knowledge,  has 
ever  been  devised,  to  be  compared  with  the  wisdom  of 
this.  Public  worship  among  the  heathen  was  quite  a 
different  thing  ; for  it  was  not  familiar,  social,  and  per- 
sonal, and  above  all,  it  was  not  attended  with  regular  in- 
struction concerning  truth  and  duty.  It  was  rather  the 
magnificent  spectacle  of  a high  festival,  which  gratified 
the  senses  with  its  opulence  and  pomp,  but  had  no 
concern  with  the  intellectual  and  moral  nature.  In  the 
Christian  system,  it  addresses  itself  to  the  hearts  of 
men,  to  their  interests,  feelings,  and  wants.  It  exercises 
its  power  over  individual  character.  It  meets  the 
people  in  all  their  little  communities,  renews,  at  short 
intervals,  its  lessons  on  the  most  important  truths,  and 
maintains  an  unintermitted  oversight  of  their  moral  sen- 
timents and  habits.  It  is  impossible  that  the  effects 
should  not  be  vast.  This  silent,  steady,  uniform,  ope- 
ration, must  act  upon  the  moral  world,  like  the  quiet 
and  equal  warmth  of  the  sun  upon  the  vegetable  crea- 
tion. The  action  of  one  day  may  seem  insignificant ; 
but  the  constant  and  permanent  action  works  wonders. 
Men  are  sometimes  led,  doubtingly,  to  complain,  that 
no  greater  effects  are  witnessed.  They  should  consider 
that  this  institution  of  our  religion  is  a vast  and  extep- 
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sive  machine,  operating  on  an  immense  scale.  A single 
congregation  is  but  one  of  the  little  wheels  in  the  com- 
plicated arrangement,  and  may  seem  to  move  on  with- 
out bringing  much  to  pass.  We  must  survey  it  in  its 
connexion  with  the  whole.  We  must  think  of  this  ac- 
tion as  exerted  upon  a whole  people,  and  as  going  on 
from  year  to  year,  and  from  generation  to  generation. 
We  must  consider  what  society  would  be  without  it. 
Level  with  the  ground  your  places  of  social  worship.  Let 
the  voice  of  the  preacher  be  hushed.  Let  the  people  be 
no  more  collected  to  hear  of  their  duties  to  God  and  to 
one  another.  Let  the  seventh  day  be  undistinguished 
—no  respite  from  the  vain  pleasures  and  passionate  bus- 
tle of  worldly  pursuits  ; no  intermission  of  the  eager 
chase  of  enjoyment  and  gain;  but  from  year  to  year, 
generation  after  generation,  let  the  whole  community  be 
given  up  to  temporary  interests,  unreminded  of  God 
and  eternity.  It  is  easy  to  conjecture  the  religious  ig- 
norance and  moral  desolation  that  would  ensue,  and 
how  rapidly  the  march  would  be  taken  backward  to  the 
melancholy  condition  of  the  heathen.  What  reflecting 
man  is  not  aware,  that  a large  portion  of  the  Christian 
community  have  no  knowledge  of  their  religion,  except 
what  they  gain  from  the  weekly  services  of  God’s  House. 
They  are  excited  to  read  the  scriptures  only  by  the  im- 
pulse which  is  given  there.  And  therefore  the  institu- 
tion of  public  worship  is  thatwhich  sustains  among  men, 
certainly  the  salutary  influence,  and  probably  the  very 
existence,  of  Christianity  itself.  Without  this  indeed, 
it  might  be  known  to  the  studious  and  inquiring,  just  as 
the  systems  of  Plato  and  the  Stoics : but  its  blessings 
would  not  be  diffused,  nor  its  holy  and  rejoicing  light 
be  shed  upon  the  dwellings,  and  poured  into  the  hearts 
of  its  now  countless  votaries- 

There  is  a striking  illustration  of  the  truth  of  these 


7 


remarks  in  the  history  of  the  Jewish  people.  That  peo- 
pie,  although  the  selected  nation  of  God,  acquainted 
familiarly  with  a law  which  had  been  revealed  under 
circumstances  the  most  imposing  and  impressive  ; every 
step  of  their  existence  marked  with  the  most  surpris- 
ing displays  of  the  divine  presence  and  power;  possess- 
ing a temple  and  a ritual  which  surpassed  in  magnifi- 
cence the  most  splendid  institutions  of  the  heathen 
world  ; — yet  were  not  restrained  from  constant  prone- 
ness to  other  religions,  and  frequent  relapses  into  idol- 
atry. Observe  the  cause  of  this.  The  sacrifices  could 
be  ofi'ered  but  at  one  spot.  Their  place  of  public  as- 
sembling was  but  at  one  city;  to  which  indeed  all  the 
men  were  compelled  to  resort  three  times  a year;  but 
only  three  times,  and  they  became  not  very  scrupulous 
for  more  than  one  attendance,  v/hile  the  women  and 
children  were  not  bound  to  attend  at  all.  It  there- 
fore happened  that  the  inhabitants  on  the  distant 
borders  derived  no  satisfaction  from  the  pompous 
ceremonials  of  their  law,  of  which  they  were  scarcely 
witnesses  or  partakers ; they  were  far  nearer  to  the 
altars  of  the  Gentiles  than  to  their  own,  better  acquaint- 
ed witli  their  worship,  and  therefore  easily  drawn  into 
it.  After  their  long  sufferings  in  the  captivity  at  Baby- 
lon, they  erected  synagogues  in  all  their  villages,  col- 
lected in  them  for  reading  and  expounding  the  law 
every  sabbath  day,  and  being  thus  perpetually  interested 
in  their  own  religion,  were  no  longer  attracted  by  that 
of  their  neighbours. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  brethren,  how  much  is  due 
to  the  institution  of  public  worship.  Whenever  you 
assemble  here  with  those  who  keep  holy  time,  you  are 
giving  essential  aid  to  the  cause  of  divine  truth  and 
human  happiness.  There  is  said  by  philosophers  to  be 
such  a connexion  between  the  distant  spheres  ofthema- 
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icrial  system,  that  no  impulse  or  motion  can  be  felt  by 
one  without  the  participation  of  aii;  so  that  even  the 
falling  of  a scone  to  the  earth,  creates  a concussion 
which  is  recognised  and  answered  in  the  remotest  star. 
There  is  a connexion  not  unlike  this,  between  the  differ- 
ent bodies  that  compose  the  Christian  system  on  earth. 
The  operation  of  each  is  necessary  to  that  of  the  whole; 
the  hindrance  of  one  is  the  hindrance  of  a!!.  When 
you  bind  yourselves  by  a vow  to-day  to  labour  with  your 
pastor  for  the  regular  maintenance  of  the  social  insti- 
tutions of  our  faith,  you  are  doing  what  affects  the 
Church  universal  of  our  Lord,  and  is  recognised  in  that 
distant  world  where  the  angels  rejoice  over  every  re- 
penting sinner.  And  whenever,  by  neglect,  or  contempt, 
or  absence,  you  think  merely  to  testify  your  dislike  of 
a poor  preacher,  or  your  love  of  an  afternoon’s  repose, 
you  in  fact  do  all,  which  you  can  do,  to  destroy  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Gospel  in  the  world  ; — which,  if  all  should 
follow  your  example,  would  soon  eradicate  its  very 
existence. 

S.  Intimately  connected  with  public  worship,  so  that 
indeed  we  can  hardiy  separate  it  even  in  thought,  is  the 
next  means  which  I shall  mention  of  spreading  the  influ- 
ence of  religion, — namely,  Preaching.  This  is  the  great 
divinely  appointed  instrument  of  truth  and  salvation. 
It  pleases  God,  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching,  to  save 
them  who  believe.  Without  this,  public  worship,  as 
may  easily  be  observed,  would  lose  its  chief  efficacy  as 
a moral  means,  and  the  Bible  would  soon  cease  to  be  the 
most  common  and  powerful  of  books. 

We  cannot  but  admire  the  wisdom  which  made  this 
happy  provision  for  the  perpetuity  of  religious  know- 
ledge. Simple  and  efficacious  as  it  is,  the  Founder  of 
Christianity  appears  to  have  been  the  first  to  discern  in 
it  that  moral  power,  which  should  move  and  control  the 
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world.  Other  religious  teachers  and  reformers  had  in- 
structed orally,  but  it  was  in  schools  and  groves,  a select 
number,  and  for  a limited  time.  Jesus  was  the  teacher 
of  man.  He  addressed  himself  to  the  multitude.  He 
adapted  himself  to  every  condition  and  character.  He 
spoke  as  the  reformer,  the  leader,  the  friend,  of  the  hu- 
man race ; and  his  “gracious  words”  went  forth  through- 
out the  wdiole  mass  of  society,  and  changed  the  moral 
complexion  of  the  world.  His  miracles  indeed  gave  au- 
thority to  his  doctrine ; but  it  was  his  doctrine  which 
wrought  the  change.  His  supernatural  powers  con- 
verted men  to  the  faith  that  he  was  from  God;  but  it 
was  his  preaching  which  converted  them  from  sin.  And 
in  that  effect  of  his  preaching,  we  perceive  as  distinctly 
the  agency  of  God,  as  in  his  raising  the  dead  to  life. 
That  his  command  should  call  Lazarus  from  the  tomb, 
and  that  preaching  should  reform  the  religions  of  the 
civilised  world,  are  equally  striking  demonstrations  of 
the  presence  and  power  of  God  ; for  they  are  alike  vast 
effects  from  apparently  inadequate  causes.  A poor  un- 
instructed peasant,  by  labouring  for  three  years,  in  the 
most  despised  corner  of  the  most  despised  nation  on 
earth,  whose  whole  territory  is  but  a speck  on  the  map 
of  the  world — laid  the  foundation  of  a work  which  was  to 
survive  the  changes  of  empire,  and  the  ruins  ofthe  philo- 
sophies and  religions  of  man.  And  this,  without  seeming 
to  make  provision  by  any  means  adequate  to  such  an  ef- 
fect. Other  teachers  have  committed  their  wisdom  to 
writing,  lest,  being  entrusted  to  words,  which  are  but 
breath,  it  should  be  dispersed  and  lost.  But  Jesus  con- 
fided in  the  divine  energy  of  his  doctrine;  and,  with  an 
unconcern  truly  sublime,  cast  it  abroad  to  make  its  own 
way  and  perpetuate  its  own  existence- — sufficient  proof 
that  he  knew  it  to  be  from  God.  So  it  has  proved.  Hu- 
man instructors  and  reformers  have  elaborately  wrought 
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out  their  systems  ; have  sometimes  clothed  them  in 
eloquence  which  seemed  little  less  than  inspiration,  and 
promised  perpetual  continuance  to  their  influence  over 
man.  Yet  how  small  and  short  has  that  influence  proved! 
How  have  their  sects  disappeared;  and  by  how  very  few 
are  their  works  even  read,  though  still  accounted  among 
the  perfect  productions  of  the  human  mind  ! While 
Jesus,  uninstructed  in  human  philosophy,  with  no  attain- 
ments in  the  elegant  learning  of  the  world,  teaching 
but  for  three  years,  and  putting  not  a syllable  upon 
record — has  yet  made  his  instructions  as  familiar  to 
the  nations  as  their  own  native  tongues — has  bestowed 
on  the  humblest  of  his  followers  a wisdom  superior 
to  that  of  the  Grecian  masters  themselves-*-nay,  has 
affected  the  whole  mass,  both  of  sentiment  and  cha- 
racter, throughout  the  whole,  as  those  great  and  labo- 
rious and  long  lived  men  were  able  to  affect  only  a few 
familiar  friends  within  the  privileged  sphere  of  their 
own  personal  influence. 

By  what  means  was  this  done?  It  was  through  the 
institution  of  preaching.  He  sent  forth  his  followers  to 
do  as  he  had  done, — to  spread  and  transmit  his  religion 
by  personal  intercourse  with  men — to  talk  with  them  of 
God  and  their  souls  as  a man  talks  with  his  friend — to 
come  near  to  their  understandings  and  hearts  by  address 
in  familiar  speech,  by  thrilling  tones  of  voice,  by  earnest 
gesture,  by  the  appealing  eye  and  the  eloquent  coun- 
tenance— by  that  living  and  breathing  instrument  of 
communication  which  God  has  made,  as  much  more 
powerful  than  the  dumb  register  of  written  words,  as 
the  creation  of  God  is  higher  than  the  invention  of  man. 

They  thus  went  abroad,  miracles  attesting  their  com- 
mission, but  with  no  learning  or  accomplishments  be- 
yond what  their  Master  had  given  them,  with  the  sim- 
ple but  sincere  and  pathetic  history  of  his  life  and  teach- 
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mg ; — and  the  temples  of  false  religion,  the  altars  of 
pagan  idolatry,  the  immoralities  of  heathen  superstition 
vanished  before  them,  and  the  holy  church  rose  upon 
their  ruins.  By  the  same  means  it  has  been  perpetuated 
from  age  to  age.  And  the  efficiency  of  this  instrument 
has  perhaps  in  no  way  been  more  distinctly  manifested, 
than  in  the  fact,  that  the  religion  itself  has  varied  and 
changed  with  the  character  and  fidelity  of  its  teachers, 
has  risen  and  declined  with  their  rise  and  fall,  and  has 
from  no  cause  suffered  so  much  as  from  those  who  rose 
to  power  and  exercised  dominion,  but  would  not  impart 
instruction  ; became  bishops  and  popes,  but  would  not 
preach  ; — and  has  been  recovered  by  those  who  have 
devoted  themselves  with  zeal  to  the  persevering  preach- 
ing of  the  word.  The  press  indeed  aided  and  esta- 
blished the  Reformation  ; but  it  was  the  preachers  of 
the  Reformation  who  animated  and  instructed  the  press  j 
and  if  these  living  oracles  should  become  dumb,  even 
the  omnipotence  of  the  press  would  not  be  able  to  with- 
stand the  rapid  and  sad  decline  of  religious  knowledge, 
and  its  moral  influence. 

Observe,  then,  my  brother,  the  dignity  of  your  voca- 
tion. Consider  to  what  a glorious  company  you  are 
this  day  joined;  what  a mighty  instrument  it  is  givenyou 
to  wield,  and  what  an  unspeakable  honour  is  yours  to  be 
joined  with  Christ  and  his  apostles  in  the  sublime  work 
of  the  spiritual  emancipation  of  man.  God  give  you 
strength  to  do  as  they  did,  and  honour  you  with  large 
success ! 

4.  Another  of  the  means  to  be  named  in  which  the 
pastor  and  his  people  are  to  co-operate,  is  the  obser- 
vance of  the  Ordinances  of  our  faith.  No  system  of 
religion  can  extensively  prevail,  which  is  not  aided  by 
its  hold  on  the  inferior  nature  of  man.  The  purely 
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spiritual,  addressed  to  a being  not  purely  spiritual,  will 
seldom  find  access  except  by  external  accompaniments, 
which  are  more  needful  to®  some  minds,  but  in  some 
measure  are  needful  to  all.  And  it  is  observable  respect- 
ing the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel,  that  besides  the  ordi- 
nary efficacy  attributable  to  stated  rites,  they  have  the 
weight  of  an  historical  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the 
religion  itself:  they  are  in  the  nature  of  monuments 
erected  to  the  memory  of  its  early  facts,  to  which  the 
very  circumstance  of  their  existence  is  incontrovertible 
evidence.  They  are  perpetual  vouchers  for  the  truth 
of  our  religion;  and  by  discontinuing  them,  you  silence 
the  venerable  witnesses,  which  have  existed  from  the 
day  of  our  Lord,  bearing  testimony  through  all  the  ages. 
You  hide  from  the  world  certain  striking  objects,  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  attract  regard,  to  fix  the  inquiring 
attention,  and  prevent  Christianity  from  being  lost  to 
the  notice  of  man. 

But  beyond  this  general  importance,  is  to  be  consi- 
dered their  value  to  the  faith  and  comfort  of  believers. 
They  revive  in  their  minds,  and  keep  fresh,  the  sense 
of  their  connexion  with  Christ,  and  their  obligation 
to  the  truth.  By  simple,  but  affectionate  and  tender, 
appeals  to  their  hearts,  they  increase  their  love, 
' strengthen  their  faith,  quicken  their  devotion,  animate 
their  obedience.  They  bring  nearer  to  them  a sense  of 
that  inestimable  love  which  passes  knowledge,  and 
work  in  them  a powerful  admiration,  and  diligent  imita- 
tion, of  their  holy  and  honoured  Lord.  No  sincere  and 
grateful  believer  can  sincerely  and  gratefully  offer  him- 
self or  his  child  at  the  baptismal  font,  or  sit  down  with 
brethren  at  the  memorial  of  his  master’s  love,  without 
acknowledging  an  increase,  or  at  least  a confirmation, 
of  the  power  of  religion.  No  such  one  can  neglect  it, 
after  once  tasting  its  satisfactions,  without  experiencing 
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a decay  of  his  interest  in  religion,  and  an  unsatisfied 
thirst  for  the  appropriate  sustenance  of  his  soul. 

II.  Having  thus  spoken,  as  far  as  the  occasion  de- 
mands, of  the  means  by  which  vve  are  to  promote  the  free 
course  of  the  Gospel,  we  proceed  to  the  other  part  of 
our  text,  and  inquire  how  we  may  cause  it  to  be  glorified . 
This  is  not  a distinction  without  a difference  ; since  that 
may  be  upheld  by  powerful  institutions,  and  extensively 
prevail,  which  yet  is  not  an  object  of  reasonable  reve- 
rence and  admiration.  And  the  friends  of  Christianity 
have  done  but  a part  of  their  duty  when  they  have  la- 
boured for  its  diffusion,  if  they  have  not  also  secured 
for  it  the  homage,  respect,  and  love,  which  are  its  due. 

That  it  rightfully  challenges  the  submission  and  trust 
of  man,  as  being  in  itself  essentially  and  unspeakably 
glorious,  is  beyond  controversy.  Yet  in  order  to  be 
discerned  as  such,  it  must  be  seen  as  it  is,  in  its  own 
beautiful  features,  and  native  unmixed  excellence.  As 
it  came  from  its  author  and  was  displayed  in  his  life, 
none  have  ever  been  able  to  regard  it  with  contempt  or 
indifference.  The  eloquent  tongue  of  infidelity  itself, 
like  that  of  the  reluctant  demons  of  old,  has  been  com- 
pelled to  utter  its  eulogy  and  bear  witness  to  its  hea- 
venly name.  But  it  might  be  veiled  under  such  disguises, 
mingled  with  such  crude  and  false  philosophy,  encum- 
bered with  such  unnecessary  appendages,  and  so  impli- 
cated with  the  weakness  and  vices  of  its  professed  ad- 
vocates, as  to  render  it  repulsive  rather  than  glorious, 
and  procure  it  enemies  instead  of  friends. 

They  who  are  set  for  the  defence  of  the  Gospel  must 
remember  this,  and  be  earnest  to  advance  such  a faithful 
representation  of  its  doctrines,  that  even  gainsayers 
shall  acknowledge  that  “ God  is  in  them  of  a truth.” 
In  deciding  what  form  of  doctrine  will  most  attract  to 


our  religion  the  admiration  and  faith  of  mankind,  we  are 
liable  to  deceive  ourselves  by  partial  views  and  limited 
considerations.  We  are  apt  to  judge  too  exclusively 
by  what  exists  before  our  own  eyes,  and  in  the  present 
state  of  the  world.  But  we  should  reflect,  that  the  doc- 
trine which  is  most  honoured  now,  may  not  be  so  per- 
manently; that  what  now  is  thought  to  constitute  the 
peculiar  glory  of  revelation,  may  not  be  actually  most 
glorious;  while  that  which  is  the  contempt  of  the  majo- 
rity, may  not  only,  under  other  circumstances,  become 
its  admiration,  but  may  be  grand  and  eternal  truth- 
History  overflows  with  the  proof  of  this  position.  There 
was  a time  when  Christianity  itself  was  every  where 
spoken  against,  and  its  advocates  numbered  with  the 
off-scouring  of  the  world.  There  was  a period  when 
the  Romish  church  was  the  honour  aud  pride  of  undi- 
vided Christendom,  while  the  noble  company  of  the 
Reformers  was  trodden  down  in  contempt.  We  are 
not  therefore  to  judge  of  what  shall  be  lastingly  glorious 
by  the  present  prevalence  of  any  of  its  popular  forms; 
but  by  its  conformity  with  those  attributes  of  the  Divine 
nature,  which  are  unchanging,  those  acknowledged  laws 
of  truth  which  never  vary,  and  those  principles  of  the 
human  constitution  which  are  in  all  ages  the  same.  Every 
thing  else  changes  with  the  change  of  circumstances  and 
the  fluctuating  tide  of  manners  and  opinions.  This 
tide  has  lifted  on  its  surface,  and  borne  on  triumphantly 
before  men,  that  system  of  doctrine  which  is  now  glori- 
fied as  the  uncorrupt  and  orthodox  faith  ; but  the  waters 
may  subside,  as  they  often  have  done  before,  and  bear 
it  away,  when  they  fall,  to  the  deep  gulph  of  neglect 
and  oblivion.  While  the  simple  and  more  rational 
system,  which  is  now  the  object  of  abuse  from  those 
who  lead,  and  of  horrour  in  those  who  follow,  shall  win 
to  itself  the  faith  and  affection  of  the  world,  and  rise  in 
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glory,  as  it  has  been  thrust  down  in  shame.  For  this 
we  are  to  toil  Let  no  hosts  of  opposition  discourage 
us.  To  advance  this,  it  may  be  that  we  must  bear  ob- 
loquy, reproach  and  suffering  But  He  who  brought  it 
to  the  world,  endured  it  all  before ; like  this  holy  doc- 
trine, was  despised  and  rejected  of  men  and  as  he  tri- 
umphed and  reigned,  so  shall  this  doctrine  also 

It  is  true,  that  in  whatever  form  Christian  truth  may 
prevail,  it  is  not  robbed  of  its  lustre  or  power-  It  is 
one  proof  of  its  heavenly  origin,  that  no  corruptions 
have  ever  been  able  to  hide  its  beauty  and  majesty,  or 
palsy  its  energy.  Its  light  has  been  seen  and  felt  amid 
all  the  thick  vapours  and  dark  clouds  that  have  been 
accumulated  around  it-  But  still,  if  all  could  be  swept 
away,  and  the  luminary  shine  from  the  firmament  in  its 
own  free  and  unobscured  splendour,  how  far  more  con- 
spicuous would  be  its  glory,  and  with  what  new  and  fer- 
vent admiration  would  it  be  welcomed! 

We  cannot  doubt,  then,  that  the  simplest  system  of 
doctrines  is  most  likely  to  advance  the  permanent  glory 
of  the  Gospel,  Every  thing  is  admirable  and  sublime  in 
proportion  to  its  simplicity.  The  objects  which  are 
grandest  in  the  works  of  Nature,  are  among  the  sim- 
plest, Of  the  sublime  works  of  God,  this  is  one  of  the 
striking  characteristics.  What  more  sublime,  than  the 
starry  heavens,  the  lofty  mountains,  the  unfathomable 
ocean,  whether  sleeping  or  tempestuous  ? Yet  no  ob- 
jects are  more  simple,  or  offer  less  complication  of 
ideas.  The  grandest  of  the  works  of  man  are  also  the 
simplest.  Those  admirable  structures,  whose  ruins  are 
the  wonder  of  posterity,  and  those  writings  which  are 
equally  first  in  all  ages,  are  for  nothing  so  remarkable 
as  for  their  noble  simplicity.  What  is  complicated  and 
intricate,  becomes  obscure  and  wearisome ; and  the 
only  things  whose  beauty  is  ever  new,  and  whose  at- 
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fraction  never  ceases,  are  those  which  are  plain  and 
simple. 

So  it  is  with  the  Gospel.  Compared  with  the  compli- 
cated systems  of  the  heathen  world,  and  the  multitu- 
dinous observances  of  the  Mosaic  dispensation,  there  is 
an  obvious  majesty  in  its  simplicity,  which  speaks  the 
perfected  work  of  God.  If  you  seek  to  render  it  im- 
posing by  a profusion  of  gorgeous  observances,  you  may 
indeed  seem  to  succeed  for  a time,  and  among  some,  as 
has  happened  in  the  disguises  which  it  wore  in  the 
darker  ages  of  the  Church  : but  you  hide  its  divinest 
charm,  and  liken  it  to  the  theatrical  display  of  heathen 
worship-  If  you  annex  to  it  mysterious  and  subtle  dog- 
mas, which  perplex  the  understanding  and  are  fearful 
to  the  fancy,  you  may  seem  to  excite  veneration  and 
awe  ; but  still  there  was  a profounder  awe  in  the  false 
mysteries  of  pagan  superstition  ; and  in  the  schools  of 
the  philosophers,  there  was  as  great  ingenuity  and  sub- 
tlety of  solemn  dogmatism,  when  ‘the  world  by  wisdom 
knew  not  God,’  as  has  ever  existed  in  the  schools  of  the 
fathers  and  doctors  of  metaphysical  Christianity.  It  is 
not  thus  that  the  religion  of  Jesus  is  to  be  glorified.  It  is 
when  unadorned  that  it  is  adorned  the  most;  when,  strip- 
ped of  all  the  dazzling  and  pompous  accompaniments 
by  which  man  would  give  lustre  to  the  work  of  God, — 
it  stands  forth,  as  Jesus  walked  in  Judea,  humble,  un 
pretending,  without  title  or  state,  yet  with  a native  mien 
of  dignity  and  power,  which  impresses  and  overawes. 

O how  unlike  the  complex  works  of  man, 

Heaven’s  easy,  artless,  unencumbered  plan  ! 

No  meretricious  graces  (o  beguile, 

No  clustering  ornaments  to  clog  the  pile  ; 

From  ostentation  as  from  weakness  tree, 

It  stands,  like  the  cerulean  arch  we  see. 

Majestic  in  its  own  simplicity. 
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This  simplicity  of  the  Gospel  is  seen  in  its  object,  and 
in  the  manner  in  which  it  accomplishes  that  object. 

Its  object  is  the  salvation  of  man,  that  is,  his  prepa- 
ration for  the  happiness  of  heaven,  by  forming  in  him  a 
holy  heart  and  character,-— an  object  simple  and  unam- 
biguous, yet  one  of  the  grandest  which  can  be  conceived 
by  the  human  mind. 

That  this  is  the  single  and  final  purpose  of  the  Chris- 
tian revelation,  is  written  so  plainly  on  its  very  front 
that  it  cannot  be  mistaken.  This  is  what  is  meant  when 
it  proposes  to  ‘ make  all  things  new  when  it  speaks 
of  the  universal  regeneration  of  man  and  earth ; and  would 
‘ purify  a peculiar  people  zealous  of  good  works.’  Amidst 
all  the  differences  of  Christians  respecting  the  doctrines 
and  forms  of  their  religion,  it  has  never  been  matter  of 
question  that  this  is  its  end.  Whatever  influence  the 
incautious  interpretation  and  preaching  of  the  word 
may  often  appear  to  have  had  in  relaxing  the  obligation 
of  virtue,  and  encouraging  sin  ; whatever  opinions  in- 
consistent with  a pure  heart  and  moral  life  may  have 
been  vehemently  maintained  ; yet  it  has  never  been 
deliberately  denied,  that  a pure  heart  and  holy  life  are 
the  intended  and  essential  results  of  the  Christian  sys- 
tem, without  which  it  does  not  save. 

Tor  this  reason,  it  is  the  more  melancholy,  that  any 
should  be  found  in  the  Christian  pulpit,  to  speak  in 
sneering  and  contemptuous  tones  of  morality,  and  thus 
render  it  an  object  of  suspicion  and  dislike  to  religious 
people.  Doubtless  there  is  an  external  superficial  pro- 
priety, sometimes  dignified  with  the  name  of  morality, 
built  upon  worldly  expediency,  independent  of  the  great 
principles  of  right,  and  the  authority  of  God,  which,  in 
the  view  of  the  Christian,  is  utterly  hollow  and  insuf- 
ficient. But  this  should  be  referred  to  the  class  of 
wrong  principles  and  motives.  Speak  of  it  as  such. 
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strongly  as  you  please ; but  it  is  a fatal  error,  on  ac- 
count of  this  mistake,  to  cast  suspicion  upon  the  very 
name  of  morals.  For  you  thus  lead  men  lightly  to 
esteem,  easily  deride,  and  practically  trample  upon, 
what  is  as  indispensable  a part  of  Christian  holiness,  as 
the  sermon  on  the  mount  is  of  the  New  Testament,  or 
the  ten  commandments  of  the  Old  ; and  what  can  be  no 
more  innocently  slighted,  than  those  holy  passages  may 
be  expunged  from  the  sacred  volume. 

As  the  object  of  the  Gospel  is  thus  simple,  so  also,  as 
I said,  are  its  means. 

These  may  be  said  tobe  Divine  Truth.  Truth  is  the 
great  instrument  by  which,  in  this  dispensation  of  God’s 
grace,  the  human  mind  is  wrought  upon,  subdued, 
guided,  sanctified,  saved.  ‘ Sanctify  them  by  thy  truth; 
thy  word  is  truth.’  ‘ Being  born  again  by  the  word  of 
God,  which  liveth  and  abideth  forever.’ 

This  word,  or  truth,  divides  itself  into  two  branches  j 
doctrines,  or  principles,  and  precepts ; in  other  words, 
instruction  concerning  the  principles  of  religion,  and 
concerning  their  application  in  practice.  In  regard  to 
each,  great  is  the  simplicity  of  the  means  by  which  the 
gospel  effects  its  objects. 

In  regard  to  doctrines,  their  great  purpose  is  the  for- 
mation of  the  religious  principle.  Those  which  are 
necessary  to  this,  are  few  and  intelligible.  The  reli- 
gious principle,  which  frames  the  character  of  the  reli- 
gious man,  and  sanctifies  him  throughout  by  its  influence, 
is  that  settled  regard  to  the  divine  authority,  presence, 
and  perfections,  which  induces  a necessary  conformity 
to  his  will.  Now  what  are  the  doctrines  which  are  ne- 
cessary to  such  a state  of  mind  ? That  they  cannot  be 
very  numerous  or  very  difficult,  is  evident  from  this, — . 
that  the  patriarchs,  in  the  infancy  of  knowledge  and 
religion,  possessed  it.  The  Apostle  speaks  of  it  in  them 
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under  the  name  of  Faith,  and  declares  that  it  qualified 
them  to  ‘inherit  the  promises.’  Now  their  faith,  suffi- 
cient as  it  was,  was  a faith  in  no  more  articles  than  the 
existence,  providence,  and  perfections  of  God,  and  a 
consequent  trust  in  him  and  subjection  to  his  will,  under 
a sense  of  their  accountableness. 

It  is  evident  therefore  that  the  religious  principle 
may  exist  upon  the  foundation  of  a few  simple  doctrines. 
It  is  equally  evident  that  it  does  so  exist  beneath  the 
Christian  dispensation.  Its  great  doctrines  of  God’s 
authority  and  man’s  accountableness,  together  with  the 
mission  of  Jesus  as  the  promised  Messiah  and  Saviour 
of  men,  and  a future  state  of  righteous  retribution,  are 
those  on  which  the  religious  principle  is  now  budded, 
and  by  which  man  is  sanctified  and  saved.  Or,  to  ex- 
press the  same  thing  in  the  words  of  our  Lord  himself ; 
This  is  life  eternal,  to  know  Thee,  the  only  true  God, 
and  Jesus  Christ,  whom  Thou  hast  sent.  There  are 
doubtless  other  truths  connected  with  these  and  follow- 
ing from  them.  But  these  are  the  sufficient  principles 
which  lie  at  the  foundation,  and  sustain,  and  lead  to, 
the  others.  These  are  they  which  the  holy  scriptures 
alone  enumerate,  when  they  profess  to  assert  what  is 
essential  to  salvation.  These,  when  they  have  made 
their  abode  in  the  mind,  are  able  to  control,  to  subdue, 
to  correct,  to  elevate,  to  purify.  They  present  the  most 
grand  and  authoritative  motives;  they  combine  with 
themselves  all  that  is  affecting  in  the  history  and  facts 
of  our  religion;  and  they  pervade  the  mind,  which  hearti- 
ly receives  them,  with  holy  and  pure  devotion. 

Such  is  the  simplicity  of  the  Gospel  in  those  doctrines 
through  which  it  operates  on  men. 

This  representation,  I am  aware,  does  not  acknow- 
ledge in  the  Christian  system  some  of  those  features, 
which  are  by  manv  thought  to  belong  to  it,  and  to  con- 
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stitute  its  essentia!  glory.  It  may  seem  to  such  less 
imposing;  it  certainly  offers  less  gratification  to  that 
thirst  for  the  mystical  and  mysterious,  which  some  are 
so  anxious  to  gratify,  and  which  is  so  strong  a propensity 
in  the  human  constitution,  that,  if  I believed  in  the 
original  corruption  of  human  nature,  I might  be  inclined 
to  number  this  among  those  depraved  passions  which 
are  inimical  to  the  truth.  I certainly  conceive  it  most 
consistent  with  the  character  of  a revealed  religion,  that 
its  revelations  be  clear  and  distinct,  not  wrapped  up  in 
obscurity  and  mysticism.  They  may  not  be  within  the 
grasp  and  full  comprehension  of  the  finite  mind;  but 
the  mind  must  be  able  to  know  what  they  are  ; otherwise 
they  are  not  revealed.  Yet  there  has  always  been  among 
men  an  unwise  craving  for  what  is  mysterious,  vague, 
inexplicable;  for  whatever  oppresses  and  overwhelms 
the  imagination,  and  is  in  some  degree  an  object  of 
terrific  emotion.  It  is  this  which  has  in  all  ages  created 
the  insatiable  curiosity  to  search  the  secrets  of  the  grave; 
which  has  called  forth  the  tales  and  terrors  of  superna- 
tural apparitions,  and  the  cruel  and  bloody  superstitions 
which  appertain  to  sorcery  and  magic.  It  is  the  same 
propensity  which  has  led  to  the  loading  of  all  religions 
with  fearful  and  dismaying  appendages.  A plain  reli- 
gion, which  men  can  understand  and  explain,  seems  to 
them  not  sufficiently  removed  from  human  things,  not 
sufficiently  awful  and  distant,  too  well  adapted  to  poor 
human  understanding.  They  would  have  shadows, 
clouds,  and  darkness  rest  upon  it;  they  would  believe 
and  worship,  they  know  not  what.  When  therefore 
Christianity  came  to  them,  plainly  and  frankly,  to  walk 
with  them  and  converse  with  them  as  a familiar  friend, 
they  were  both  astonished  and  dissatisfied : they  thought 
it  ought  not  to  be  so  simple  as  it  appeared,  and  soon 
persuaded  themselves  that  it  was  not;  then  they  ob- 
scured it  under  the  follies  and  fancies,  mysteries  and 
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forms,  notions  and  speculations,  which  they  had  brought 
with  them  from  their  heathen  faith  and  heathen  philoso- 
phy- History  tells  us  how  sadly  the  pure  doctrine  soon 
became  disfigured  by  the  incorporation  of  pagan  rites 
and  philosophical  dogmas:  more  and  more  obscured  as 
the  age  grew  darker  and  darker,  until,  in  the  midnight 
of  the  barbaric  ages,  it  could  hardly  be  distinguished 
amid  its  disguises,  for  the  plain  system  of  Christ.  A 
single  example  of  this  may  well  illustrate  this  general 
position.  In  the  early  day  of  Christianity  a synopsis 
of  the  Christian  doctrine  was  drawn  up,  which  has  come 
down  to  us  under  the  name  of  the  Apostle’s  Creed. 
This  describes  what  was  then  thought  to  be  the  orthodox 
faith ; and  it  represents  the  Gospel  so  nearly  according 
to  its  master’s  simplicity,  that  at  this  day  the  heterodox 
Unitarian  subscribes  it  as  heartily  as  the  orthodox  trini- 
tarian, and  with  far  more  consistency.  But  at  the  council 
of  Nice,  so  great  progress  had  been  made  in  adapting 
the  Gospel  to  the  human  love  of  the  marvellous,  that  a 
new  creed  was  fashioned,  containing  many  very  subtle 
and  unintelligible  distinctions.  After  a yet  further 
lapse  toward  barbarism,  a yet  further  adaptation  was 
requisite ; and  then  came  forth  the  full  maturity  of  the 
Athanasian  creed,  containing  not  only  the  most  won- 
derful mysteries  which  a degenerate  age  could  express, 
but  the  most  hearty  curses  a profligate  age  could  utter. 
These  three  creeds  may  be  fairly  regarded  as  three 
monuments,  by  which  the  ingress  of  the  dark  ages  was 
marked.  And  in  like  manner  they  may  serve  to  signify 
the  progress  of  the  light  of  the  Reformation.  The  Athan- 
asian creed  is  hardly  named  amongst  Protestants,  ex- 
cept with  pity  and  horror.  For  even  the  members  of 
that  Church  which  still  commands  it  to  be  read  thirteen 
times  a year,  pay  it  neither  deference  nor  respect.  The 
Nicene  symbol  is  fa9t  losing  its  authority  and  veneration ; 


As  knowledge  and  candor  gain  ground,  the  churches 
are  more  and  more  satisfied  with  the  plain  exposition 
of  the  Apostle’s  creed ; many  have  even  gone  back  to 
the  true  creed  of  the  apostles  in  the  holy  scriptures. 

Would  to  God  that  the  progress  of  the  Reformation 
had  been  more  rapid  and  more  thorough  ! But  the  same 
causes  which  rendered  it  necessary,  have  contributed  to 
retard  it.  We  are  not  to  expect  therefore  that  the 
Church  will  return  at  once  to  the  simplicity  that  is  in 
Christ.  It  is  too  plain  and  unpretending : yet,  in  truth, 
this  is  its  glory;  at  present  too  little  recognised,  too 
much  despised  ; yet  a wonderful  and  unspeakable  glory. 
There  have  been  those  who  would  not  believe  in  the 
remedy  which  God  has  in  late  years  provided  for  the 
most  loathsome  of  diseases,  because  it  is  so  simple; 
and  just  so,  many  will  not  believe  that  so  simple 
a Gospel  can  work  the  regeneration  of  the  world, 
and  therefore  they  would  fill  it  with  wonders.  Let 
us,  brethren,  receive  it  as  it  is,  as  it  lies  in  the 
scriptures  of  truth.  Let  us  not  be  anxious  for  other 
wonders;  the  greatest  of  all  wonders  is  its  simplicity. 
And  nothing  which  the  invention  of  man  has  added  or 
can  add,  could  so  demonstrate  “ the  wisdom  of  God  and 
the  power  of  God.” 

Besides  the  doctrinal  portion  of  °ur  religion,  there  is, 
I observed,  its  preceptive  portion,  which  also  operates 
as  a chief  means  towards  effecting  its  great  design. 
Under  this  division  there  is  a simplicity  equally  re- 
markable, though  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter  into  so  full 
an  illustration.  Nothing  can  be  less  complicated  or 
obscure.  The  directions  concerning  duty  are  plain  and 
comprehensive;  not  needlessly  multiplied,  and  so  re- 
ferable to  a few  great  principles,  as  to  be  liable  to  no 
doubt,  forgetfulness  or  mistake.  Love  to  God  and  to 
men  is  their  substance.  Whatever  is  inconsistent  with 
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this,  is  forbidden  : whatever  is  conformable  to  this,  is 
duty.  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law  ; he  who  che- 
rishes the  principle  will  never  be  guilty  of  a breach  of 
the  law.  There  is  needed  no  extensive  learning, 
no  deep  and  laborious  investigation,  no  profound  and 
intricate  ratiocination,  to  ascertain  what  the  Lord  re- 
quires of  us  : no  volumes  of  refined  casuistry,  or  meta- 
physical discussions,  which  should  make  it  a “ very 
learned,  subtle,  and  ingenious  thing  to  be  a Christian.” 
But  the  path  is  plain,  and  the  directions  unembarrassed ; 
and  the  way-faring  man,  though  a fool,  need  not  err 
therein. 

Such  is  the  character  in  which  the  Gospel  must  be 
presented,  if  we  would  secure  its  true  and  permanent 
glory.  I pass  to  remark  more  briefly  in  the  next  place, 
that  if  we  would  cause  it  to  be  glorified  we  must  advocate 
it  with  zeal.  The  success  of  every  cause,  of  whatever 
nature,  is  greatly  dependent  on  the  spirit  of  its  friends. 
It  is  for  them  to  present  its  claims,  to  urge  them  on  the 
notice  of  men,  to  awaken  attention  to  them,  and  to  ex- 
cite interest  in  others  by  evincing  that  it  has  had  power 
to  interest  themselves.  How  many  arduous  and  almost 
impossible  enterprises  have  been  achieved,  by  the  sim- 
ple force  of  the  ardour  with  which  their  conductors  pro- 
secuted them ! How  many  excellent  plans  of  no  very 
difficult  accomplishment,  have  been  suffered  to  fail, 
merely  from  want  of  zeal  and  enterprise  in  their  behalf  ! 
With  this  truth  impressed  upon  us  by  all  the  experience 
of  the  past,  we  cannot  look  for  the  Gospel  to  prevail 
in  an  opposing  world,  except  it  call  forth  the  zealous 
operation  of  its  friends.  It  never  has  been  so,  it  never 
can  be  so.  God  has  made  the  energy  of  man  to  work 
its  prevalence  in  times  past,  and  he  has  not  changed 
the  constitution  of  things.  Throughout  the  history  of 
the  church,  it  has  been  the  ‘ fervent  in  spirit’  who  have 
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commanded  the  attention  and  homage  of  men.  Zeal, 
even  when  degenerated  into  fanaticism  and  separated 
from  the  aids  of  reason,  has  gathered  followers  and 
gained  power.  And  reason,  except  when  allied  with 
zeal  and  active  perseverance,  has  been  little  able  to 
maintain,  much  less  to  extend,  her  rightful  dominion. 

God  forbid,  then,  that  the  greatest  and  most  impor- 
tant of  all  causes  should  be  treated  by  its  friends  lightly 
and  coolly  ; and  that  through  any  apprehension  of  be- 
ing charged  with  e madness,’  they  should  avoid  the  ear- 
nest and  burning  ‘ words  of  truth  and  soberness,’  and 
the  ready  self  devotion  of  those  who  * spend  and  are 
spent’  to  promote  magnificent  designs.  A man  without 
zeal  lives  to  the  condemnation  either  of  his  own  heart, 
which  is  incapable  of  high  moral  fervour ; or  of  his  pro- 
fession, which  is  unworthy  of  it.  Zeal  is  doubtless  a 
different  thing  in  different  men.  In  some  men  it  can- 
not be  excited  to  that  passion,  which  it  displays  in 
others.  But  every  man  is  susceptible  of  a moral  energy 
of  action,  a devotion  of  spirit  to  some  favourite  object; 
and  this  is  zeal — capable  of  cultivation  and  growth. 
Let  it  be  cultivated  and  grow  in  the  friends  of  religion^ 
if  they  would  advance  their  religion.  It  excites  atten- 
tion, sympathy,  and  co-operation.  It  is  the  spring  of  suc- 
cessful action.  It  is  in  character  what  eloquence  is  in  lan- 
guage. It  gives  a man  surprising  power  over  the  minds 
of  others ; it  enables  him  to  excite  the  hearts  of  the 
coolest,  and  engage  the  exertions  of  the  most  indolent. 
To  act  a great  cause  coldly  is  as  disgraceful  as  to  plead 
it  sluggishly ; and  to  do  either  is  to  aid  in  defeating  it. 
It  were  better  to  be  fanatical  than  indifferent,  for  then 
it  might  at  least  be  seen  that  our  religion  has  power  to 
move  and  agitate.  But  where  reason  presides  over  the 
religious  affections,  the  last  thing  to  be  apprehended  is 
fanaticism ; and  success  is  not  to  be  hoped  or  expected. 
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except  men  be  addressed  with  fervour  and  earnestness, 
and  their  moral  feelings  be  engaged  by  the  beauty, 
grandeur,  and  excellence  of  what  is  in  itself  so  holy  and 
sublime,  and  so  fitted  to  ensure  the  perfection  of  the 
human  character. 

At  the  same  time,  if  we  would  cause  the  truth  to  be 
glorified,  it  must  be  advocated  with  Charity.  There  must 
be  no  bitterness,  nor  clamour,  nor  wrath,  nor  malice, 
nor  evil  speaking,  in  the  Christian’s  zeal.  All  these 
are  contrary  to  his  Master’s  spirit,  and  hinder  his 
cause.  The  spirit  of  intolerance  and  bigotry  has  been 
one  of  the  principal  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  the 
church,  and  the  improvement  of  man.  It,  has  led  to  the 
assumption  of  authority,  which  Christ  never  delegated, 
to  the  uttering  of  anathemas,  which  his  word  does  not 
warrant,  to  the  imposition  of  creeds,  which  bind  the 
truth  in  fetters,  and  deprive  the  soul  of  its  lawful  light 
and  liberty.  Let  all  this  be  discouraged,  here  and  else- 
where. Wherever  Christ’s  proclamation  of  liberty  has 
been  heard,  let  not  the  pretensions  of  human  bigotry  be 
tolerated.  It  has  shed  the  best  blood  of  the  church,  and 
impiously  striven  to  blot  out  the  names  of  good  men 
from  the  Lamb’s  book  of  life.  In  this  blessed  land  its 
dungeons  have  been  destroyed,  and  its  faggots  extin- 
guished, and  it  has  been  cast  down  from  the  throne  of 
power,  where  it  wielded  the  magistrate’s  sword.  But 
it  still  lodges  in  many  an  unhappy  bosom,  and  blasts, 
with  the  venemous  breath  of  its  mouth,  reputation,  in- 
fluence, and  peace.  As  we  honour  the  name  of  our 
Lord,  let  us  wage  against  this  foe  a war  of  extermination. 
Let  us  not  rest,  nor  hold  our  peace,  till  its  power  be  ut- 
terly trodden  underfoot.  Watch  against  it,  pray  against 
it,  preach  against  it.  Let  not  a word  nor  a thought  plead 
for  it  in  this  holy  place.  No,  my  brother,  though  your 
people,  with  the  madness  of  Israel  when  he  asked  a 
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king,  should  clamour  for  a creed  that  might  exclude 
their  own  faith  from  improvement,  and  other  believers 
from  their  fellowship,  or  should  press  you  to  fulminate 
from  this  place  the  denunciations  of  reviling  and  ill-will 
which  have  sounded  from  other  pulpits;  resist  them  to 
the  utmost,  and  pay  any  price  rather  than  so  far  forget  the 
spirit  and  example  of  your  Lord.  And  if  you,  brethren, 
should  ever  And  in  your  pastor  this  sad  breach  of  holy 
charity,  fail  not  to  remind  him  that  he  is  unfaithful  to 
his  trust,  and  enter  your  loud  protest  against  this  dis- 
honour to  a good  cause,  this  desecration  of  a holy  office. 
True  religion  will  triumph  only  as  it  is  free.  You  set 
limits  to  its  empire  whenever  you  abridge  the  right  of 
free  inquiry,  or  allow  any  man  to  place  himself  on  the 
judgment  seat  of  Christ,  or  nourish  in  your  own  bosoms 
a censorious  temper  and  a spiritual  ambition. 

But  above  all,  in  the  last  place,  there  is  nothing  which 
will  so  tend  to  promote  the  honour  of  the  true  gospel, 
as  the  faithful  and  consistent  lives  of  its  friends.  Its 
highest  eulogy  is  read  in  their  elevated  and  uniform 
devotion,  their  trust  in  God,  their  equanimity  in  change 
and  trial,  their  fidelity  in  every  relation,  their  integrity, 
purity,  humility,  benevolence.  To  form  these  virtues 
in  them,  to  render  them  ‘perfect  in  every  word  and 
work,’  is  the  very  object  to  be  effected  by  their  adhe- 
rence to  the  Gospel.  If  it  be  not  effected,  discredit  is 
brought  upon  the  religion  itself,  which  they  profess  to 
advocate,  for  the  sake  of  a good  influence,  which  their 
own  lives  declare  it  does  not  possess.  But  when  their 
conversation  is  according  to  the  blamelessness  and 
purity  of  the  Christian  doctrine,  fashioned  upon  the 
model  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  illustrious  with  the  consistent 
beauty  of  his  excellencies;  it  is  a living  and  breathing 
eulogy  of  their  faith,  which  everyone  sees,  understands, 
feels,  and  acknowledges.  The  profound  scholar,  the 
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learned  theologian,  the  eloquent  orator,  may  demon- 
strate,  illustrate,  and  adorn  ; but  the  devout  and  humble 
believer,  who  ‘ shows  his  faith  by  his  works,’  will  do 
far  more  to  convince  and  win.  Has  it  not  always  been 
so?  Is  it  not  when  adorned  by  the  charitable  and  un- 
spotted lives  of  its  friends,  that  the  religion  of  Jesus 
has  been  most  glorious  and  admirable?  And  has  it  not 
been  cast  down  from  its  honourable  place,  whenever 
worldliness  and  hypocrisy  have  marked  the  character 
of  its  advocates?  Does  not  the  history  of  the  Church 
in  all  ages  teach  us,  that  however  glorious  our  religion 
may  be  in  itself,  yet  the  ill  conduct  of  its  friends  may 
obscure  that  glory,  and  their  exemplary  lives  render  it 
more  conspicuous  ? So  that  we  are  to  regard  it  as  given 
into  our  hands,  a precious,  solemn,  awful  charge,  to  be 
by  us  adorned  and  recommended  to  mankind,  or  to  be 
by  us  disfigured,  obscured,  and  made  a reproach  among 
men; — even  as  it  is  written,  ‘My  name  is  blasphemed 
among  the  nations  because  of  you.’  What  a responsi- 
bility then  is  ours  ! God  grant  that  we  may  be  able 
faithfully  to  sustain  it! 

In  occupying  the  time  allotted  me  on  this  occasion,  I 
have  endeavoured  to  point  out  the  principal  means 
which  it  suggests,  of  advancing  religion  through  its  pub- 
lic institutions,  and  of  recommending  it  to  the  faith  and 
admiration  of  men  through  the  character  of  the  doctrine 
preached,  and  by  the  zeal,  liberality,  and  consistency  of 
life,  with  which  the  great  cause  is  advocated.  To  you, 
my  dear  brother,  these  topics  particularly  address  them- 
selves. They  concern  your  duties,  your  happiness, 
your  success,  in  that  calling  to  which  you  now  devote 
yourself  in  the  presence  of  God  and  man.  It  becomes 
the  object  of  your  life  to  uphold  the  worship  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  Gospel,  and  to  labour  for  the  advance- 
ment of  its  glory  in  the  world.  May  God  grant  vou  a 
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great  blessing ! May  he  give  you  zeal,  charity,  and  piety, 
and  make  you  eminently  serviceable  to  the  cause  of  di- 
vine truth  and  human  salvation.  In  the  situation  to  which 
you  have  been  called,  there  are  circumstances  of  pecu- 
liar trial.  They  fill  your  mind  with  solicitude,  and  they 
demand  from  us  expressions  and  acts  of  sympathy  and 
aid,  which  I trust  we  shall  not  fail  to  render  you. 
May  they  never  be  withheld,  and  never  be  ineffectual ; 
and  in  every  trial,  may  He  especially  be  your  support, 
who  is  nearer  and  greater  than  all  earthly  friends. 
There  are  also  peculiar  circumstances  of  encouragement 
and  grounds  of  hope,  which  may  well  cheer  and  ani- 
mate your  exertions.  May  your  best  hopes  of  useful- 
ness and  happiness  be  fulfilled.  May  you  find  your  se- 
paration fiom  the  friends  of  your  youth,  compensated 
in  the  kindness  and  fidelity  of  those,  who  welcome  you 
as  one  of  themselves.  May  you  have  the  great  happi- 
ness of  witnessing  the  prevalence  of  pure  and  undefiled 
religion  in  all  its  heavenly  and  holy  doctrines,  in  all  its 
pure  and  comforting  influences,  in  all  its  correcting  and 
regenerating  power ; and  having  been  with  this  people 
5 fellow  helpers  to  the  truth’  on  earth,  may  you  and  they 
see  the  full  glory,  and  partake  the  unspeakable  felicity 
of  the  blessed  in  the  eternal  kingdom  of  God. 

Brethren  of  this  Christian  Society — We  offer  you 
our  congratulations  on  the  auspicious  occurrence  of  this 
day.  Long  and  faithfully  have  you  persevered  in  ad- 
ministering the  worship  and  ordinances  of  God’s  house, 
according  to  the  dictates  of  your  consciences;  and,  faith- 
ful to  their  dictates,  you  still  persevere.  You  have  the 
good  wishes  and  prayers  in  your  behalf  of  your  sister 
churches.  May  God  smile  upon  you,  and  send  you 
prosperity.  May  he  abundantly  reward  ‘all  your  pa- 
tience of  faith  and  labour  of  love,’  and  cause  this  day 
to  be  remembered  with  devout  gratitude,  by  you  and 
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jour  children,  not  only  during  this  pilgrimage  of  your 
probation,  but  in  the  future  world  of  eternal  recoin- 
pence. 

And  in  order  to  this,  let  me  exhort  you  in  the  words 
of  the  Apostle — Brethren,  pray  for  us — pray  for  your 
Pastor ; let  your  devotions  encourage  him  ; and  by  your 
zealous  and  hearty  co-operation,  may  you  cause  that 
the  word  of  the  Lord  have  free  course  and  he  glorified 
around  you,  beyond  you,  and  throughout  the  world, 
even  as  it  is  amongst  you. 
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CHARGE. 


You,  my  dear  Sir,  now  fill  the  ministerial  office  ; and 
to  you  the  oversight  of  this  Church  and  society  is 
given. — The  Ecclesiastical  Council,  here  convened,  have 
constituted  me  their  organ,  solemnly  to  enjoin  on  you 
fidelity.  This  charge  we  enforce,  not  by  our  own  autho- 
rity, but  by  the  authority  of  our  common  Lord  and  Mas- 
ter. Hear  it  from  the  mouth  of  his  inspired  Apostle, 
“ Take  heed  to  the  ministry  which  you  have  received  of 
the  Lord,  that  you  fulfil  it  ” 

You  have  studied  the  duties  of  your  profession,  and 
we  trust  you  need  not  be  reminded  of  their  importance. 
Referring  you  to  the  instructions  of  the  Gospel  for  the 
motives,  under  the  influence  of  which,  these  duties 
should  be  performed,  and  to  its  examples  for  their  il- 
lustrations permit  me  to  exhort  you  to  vigilant  endea- 
vours to  imbue  your  own  mind  with  the  spirit  of  the  Di- 
vine Author  of  our  religion,  to  implant  Christian  prin- 
ciples in  your  heart,  and  to  form  a sacred  resolution, 
honourably  to  support  your  professional  character,  and 
faithfully,  and  as  far  as  in  your  power,  acceptably  to 
execute  the  labours  of  a minister. — This  is  essential  to 
the  salvation  of  your  own  soul,  and  is  necessary  to  the 
success  of  your  ministry. 

Your  situation  as  a clergyman  is  favourable  for  chris- 
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tian  improvement  You  labour  exclusively  in  the  mo- 
ral kingdom  of  God.  In  other  professions  and  pur- 
suits, bodily  wants  and  worldly  interests  are  principally 
concerned,  but  mind  is  the  exclusive  object  of  the  mi- 
nister of  the  Gospel.  Other  men  labour  for  the  conve- 
niences and  comforts  of  a momentary  existence  ; you 
labour  to  excite  in  your  fellow  men  the  love  of  truth, 
and  the  pursuit  of  virtue,  and  to  confirm  in  them  the 
hope  of  life  eternal.  Your  stated  business  directly  tends 
to  the  cultivation  of  your  intellectual  powers,  and  the 
improvement  of  your  moral  affections.  In  other  pro- 
fessions, a man  may  become  eminent  without  the  pecu- 
liar attainments  of  the  disciple  of  Jesus  ; but  the  better 
the  minister  is  informed,  the  more  enlightened  is  the 
Christian  ; the  more  faithful  the  minister,  the  more  per- 
fect the  man  All  men  are  under  obligation  to  walk 
worthily  of  their  Christian  vocation,  but  the  minister  is 
set  apart  to  be  an  example  to  believers,  in  word,  in 
conversation,  in  charity,  in  spirit,  in  faith,  in  purity. 

While  a leader  then  in  public  offices  of  devotion, 
shall  your  own  heart  be  undevout  ? While  inculcating 
precepts  of  charity  and  beneficence,  shall  not  the  kindly 
affections  be  cherished  in  your  own  breast  ? While  you 
daily  exhort  your  fellow  men  to  prepare  for  death,  judg- 
ment, and  eternity,  will  you  not  for  yourself  estimate 
the  worth  of  endless  happiness,  and  with  all  your  pow- 
ers aspire  after  the  employments  and  joys  of  Heaven  ? 
Take  care  that  the  moral  tendency  of  your  profession 
be  not  counteracted  by  unhallowed  passions,  or  worldly 
interests.  Take  care  that  the  reiteration  of  religious 
services  do  not  degenerate  into  a mere  form,  blunt  your 
moral  sensibility,  and  harden  your  mind  to  impressions 
of  piety.  Take  heed,  lest  by  any  means,  when  you 
have  preached  to  others,  you  yourself  should  be  a cast- 
away. 
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The  ecclesiastical  state  of  our  country  powerfully 
enforces  the  obligation  of  a minister  to  fill  up  the  mea- 
sure of  pastoral  duty.  In  a past  century  the  order 
of  the  priesthood  was  holden  in  high  veneration,  and 
the  authority  and  influences  of  the  clergy  were  control- 
ling ; even  where  the  clerical  character  was  not  deemed 
indelible,  nor  the  profession  a panoply  for  gross  immo- 
rality, the  cloth  did  cover  a multitude  of  weaknesses. 
Through  New  England,  at  least,  Protestant  Dissenters 
were  with  few  exceptions  of  one  denomination,  and  with- 
drawing from  the  predominant  sect  was  considered  as 
a fall  but  little  less  heinous  than  apostacy  from  Chris- 
tianity. Under  these  circumstances,  the  ministry  was 
supported  by  public  sentiment,  the  ministerial  career 
was  comparatively  easy,  and  ordinary  prudence  support- 
the  pastoral  relation. 

Times  are  changed ; and  the  situation  of  ministers  is 
changed  with  them.  Though  the  order  is  still  acknow- 
ledged to  be  important  to  the  best  interests  of  society, 
yet  respect  is  now  paid  to  the  man,  instead  of  the  mi- 
nister, in  a much  higher  degree  than  formerly.  The 
clerical  profession  with  us  is  no  cover  for  weakness, 
levity,  or  imprudence.  Religious  freedom  is  enjoyed 
in  our  land,  and  all  denominations  of  Christians  are 
placed  in  a state  of  perfect  equality.  The  age  is  inqui- 
sitive, the  spirit  of  inquiry  is  carried  into  subjects  of 
religion,  and  no  system  of  doctrine  can  stand  merely  on 
the  basis  of  human  authority.  Every  opinion  will  be 
brought  to  the  test  of  reason  and  scripture. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  attending  the  present 
state  of  the  Christian  ministry  need  not  be  regretted, 
but  should  furnish  motives  for  strenuous  effort;  and 
the  purpose  of  the  above  remarks,  my  brother,  is  the 
more  deeply  to  impress  on  your  mind  the  importance 
of  honourably  supporting  the  appropriate  character  of  a 
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minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  of  performing  with  efficacy 
the  duties  of  the  pastoral  office.  The  bulwarks  erected 
by  civil  government  for  the  defence  of  the  clerical  order 
are  removed  from  you.  You  must  stand  on  your  own 
individual  responsibility ; and,  as  it  respects  human 
means,  the  accomplishment  of  the  design  of  the  Chris- 
tian ministry,  in  this  society,  is  in  a high  degree  sus- 
pended on  your  personal  character,  on  your  exemplary 
conduct,  and  on  the  intelligent,  serious,  and  acceptable 
manner  in  which  you  perform  the  public  duties  of  your 
profession. 

In  your  situation,  ordinary  vigilance  and  exertion  will 
not  be  accepted.  Every  deficiency  and  defect  will  be 
pointedly  noticed,  and  some  may  think  you  their  enemy 
because  you  tell  them  the  truth.  Embody  then  our  re- 
ligion in  your  life,  and  give  it,  in  view  of  all  around 
you,  a visible  form.  The  unobtrusive  example  of  the 
pious  and  benevolent  minister  addresses  the  people  of 
his  charge  with  persuasive  eloquence ; and  the  clerical 
character  consistently  supported,  and  the  habitual  ex- 
emplification of  Christian  virtues  and  graces,  will  even- 
tually secure  general  respect  and  esteem.  How  bitter 
would  be  the  regret,  should  the  sublime  cause,  to  which 
you  have  devoted  yourself,  suffer  through  your  deficien- 
cy ! Whether  your  ministry  shall  prove  successful, 
depends  in  a great  measure  on  the  wisdom  and  propriety 
of  your  life  and  conversation.  Even  suspicion  that  you 
are  destitute  of  professional  information,  or  are  in  moral 
character  defective,  would  to  you  be  fatal.  If  you  lose 
the  confidence  of  your  own  flock,  you  will  lose  the  power 
to  do  them  good.  Should  your  character  in  common 
estimation  become  tarnished,  your  public  usefulness  will 
come  to  an  end.  Will  the  consequent  mortification  be 
compensated  by  any  gratification  to  be  enjoyed  from 
the  indulgence  of  an  indolent  mind,  or  a participation 
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in  the  empty  amusements  of  the  world  ? But,  beloved 
brother,  we  are  persuaded  better  things  of  you,  and  things 
that  accompany  salvation,  though  we  thus  speak. 

Our. religion  furnishes  motives  to  fortify  your  resolu- 
tion, to  animate  your  diligence,  and  enliven  your  zeal, 
even  in  a situation  which  will  require  in  an  unusual 
degree  strenuous  and  unwearied  exertions.  You  can 
expect  comparatively  little  aid  from  your  ministerial 
brethren.  An  independent  spirit  must  be  your  support ; 
and  you  must  depend  on  the  resources  of  your  own 
mind.  Be  not  discouraged.  Reflect  on  the  privations 
and  dangers  which  the  apostles  of  our  Lord  encountered 
when  they  went  forth  to  preach  the  Gospel.  None  of 
their  sufferings  moved  them ; nor  did  they  count  their 
lives  dear  unto  themselves,  so  they  might  finish  their 
course  with  joy,  and  the  ministry  which  they  received 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  to  testify  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of 
God.  Consider  that  Jesus  himself,  in  submission  to  the 
will  of  his  Father,  endured  the  cross,  and  despised  the 
shame.  Remember  the  divine  promises : “ My  grace  is 
sufficient  for  thee ; for  my  strength  is  made  perfect  in 
weakness,” — “They  that  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the 
brightness  of  the  firmament,  and  they  who  turn  many 
to  righteousness,  as  the  stars  for  ever  and  ever.” 

Covet  then  earnestly  the  best  gifts.  Take  heed  to 
thyself.  Give  thyself  to  reading  and  to  prayer.  Do 
the  work  of  an  evangelist.  Fulfil  thy  ministry. 

In  doing  this,  thou  shalt  both  save  thyself,  and  them 
that  hear  thee. 
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RIGHT  HAND  OF  FELLOWSHIP 


The  day  on  which  a young  man  is  consecrated  to  the 
work  of  the  Christian  ministry,  is  a day  of  interesting  as- 
sociations, ot  many  hopes,  and  many  anxieties.  In  the 
freshness  of  opening  life,  he  comes  willingly  to  the 
altar  of  God,  and  offers  there,  not  the  gifts  of  provi- 
dence, not  the  service  of  an  hour,  but  the  labour  of  his 
whole  earthly  being;  he  offers  himself,  both  body  and 
soul,  to  the  cause  of  heaven.  The  occasion  awakens  in 
the  minds  of  those,  who  have  already  given  themselves 
to  the  pastoral  office,  remembrances  of  a solemn  and 
tender  nature.  The  day  is  a day  of  sympathy,  of  na- 
tural and  religious  sympathy.  The  scenes  of  a former 
time  rush  to  mind,  when  they  too  went  in  the  strength 
of  Christian  faith,  and  made  their  vows  of  holy  ser- 
vice. The  feelings  of  that  period  come  back,  when  the 
heart  was  full  to  overflowing,  and  the  experience  of  the 
hours  since  that  period  comes  with  them,  to  tell  that  the 
apprehensions  of  the  spirit  were  not  groundless,  that 
the  ministry  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  is  not  an  id'e 
charge.  The  path  on  which  a new  brother  cheer^ty 
enters,  has  been  found  by  those  who  have  precede^  him, 
to  be  a straight  and  narrow  way,  in  which  m^y  diffi- 
culties must  be  surmounted,  and  constant  rigilance  be 
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exercised.  They  therefore,  while  they  exhort  him  to  be 
faithful  to  his  trust,  and  set  before  him  the  duties  that 
he  is  required  to  discharge,  withhold  not  the  expression 
of  their  joy  and  sympathy ; their  joy,  that  he  has  under- 
taken an  honourable  and  glorious  work,  their  sympa- 
thy in  his  future  trials.  They  are  incited  to  this  office 
of  kindness,  not  merely  by  the  feelings  of  natui'al  as- 
sociation, but  by  the  spirit  of  Christianity,  and  the  ex- 
ample of  its  first  teachers.  Our  religion  is  an  affectionate 
religion,  and  in  this  respect,  as  well  as  in  its  spiritual 
character,  is  distinguished  from  all  other  systems  of 
faith  and  practice ; and  so  far  as  any  form  of  doctrine 
or  conduct,  breathes  not  the  spirit  of  love,  it  deviates 
from  pure  Christianity.  St.  Paul,  in  vindicating  his 
apostolic  character  to  the  Galatians,  tells  them  among 
the  circumstances  of  his  commission,  that  he  received 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship  from  the  other  apostles. 
When  they  had  determined  the  sphere  of  their  respec- 
tive labours,  when  he  and  Barnabas  were  appointed  to 
go  unto  the  heathen,  while  James,  and  Peter,  and 
John  went  unto  the  circumcision,  they  gave  each  other 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship.  It  was  a symbol  of  their  mu- 
tual relation,  their  equal  authority,  and  their  common 
affection.  It  was  a pledge  of  their  future  remembrance, 
and  perpetual  union.  They  were  on  the  eve  of  sepa- 
ration. A life  of  toil  and  danger  lay  before  them ; the 
w’orld  was  their  field  of  exertion.  They  knew  not  that 
they  should  ever  again  meet  on  earth.  They  were 
bound  together  by  the  ties  of  faith  and  suffering,  and 
*iese  ties  required  them  to  part.  At  such  a moment, 
W1h  how  much  fervour  must  that  pledge  of  fidelity  to 
cach-qher,  and  to  their  Master,  have  been  exchanged. 
It  w as  an  unmeaning  ceremony.  It  was  the  grasp  of 
fraternal  ,nc[  Christian  affection,  of  men  of  strong  minds 
and  warm  hearts  bidding  each  other  farewel  on  the  en 
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trance  of  a journey  through  persecution  and  distress ; 
of  fellow  disciples  going  to  spread  a new  religion 
through  the  earth,  who  might  never  he  animated  by  each 
other’s  presence,  till  they  received  the  reward  of  their 
labours  in  heaven. 

The  ministers  of  the  gospel  have  not  r.ow  the  same 
painful  anticipations,  which  were  shared  by  its  early 
teachers.  But  they  have  much  to  endure,  and  much  to 
effect;  and  the  simple  ceremony,  which  the  apostles 
adopted,  still  retains  its  meaning  as  an  expression  of 
feelings  springing  from  our  nature  and  sanctioned  by 
our  religion.  And  in  accordance  with  the  custom  of 
our  churches,  I now,  in  behalf  of  myself  and  others,  offer 
this  pledge  of  congratulation  and  sympathy.  My  brother, 
I give  you  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.  Its  meaning 
you  will  not  question  ; its  sincerity  you  will  not  doubt. 
In  the  name  of  this  council  of  pastors  and  delegates,  I 
salute  you  as  a regularly  ordained  minister  of  the  gos- 
pel of  Christ,  and  declare  to  this  assembly,  and  to  all 
men,  that  you  are  in  our  view  fully  constituted  a bishop 
in  the  church  of  the  Lord.  You  are  clothed  with  an 
office  of  great  importance  and  responsibleness.  By  the 
prayer  of  consecration  and  the  imposition  of  hands  you 
have  been  separated  to  peculiar  duties  and  privileges. 
To  these  duties  I welcome  you,  not  because  they  are 
arduous,  but  because  they  are  holy  and  honourable. 
You  will  labour  in  the  cause  of  God  and  of  his  son  Jesus 
Christ.  You  will  be  united  with  God  our  father  in  the 
salvation  of  men  ; his  grace  will  assist  you,  and  by  you 
will  his  grace  be  dispensed.  You  will  follow  the  steps 
of  the  Lord  Jesus ; you  have  the  same  end  in  view  for 
which  he  taught,  suffered,  and  died.  As  an  ambassador 
for  God  in  Christ’s  stead  you  will  stand  in  this  house. 
It  is  an  honourable  office.  The  faithful,  consistent, 
Christian  minister,  let  him  be  in  poverty  or  obscurity. 
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in  suffering  or  persecution,  is  in  the  employment  of 
heaven  ; and  what  higher  station  could  he  demand.  You 
will  minister,  not  in  carnal,  but  in  spiritual  things.  It 
will  be  your  aim  to  pour  light  into  the  darkened  mind, 
and  consolation  into  the  wounded  heart ; to  give  hope 
to  the  desponding,  confidence  to  the  humble,  and  peace 
to  the  dying.  The  mourner  will  rest  on  you  for  sup- 
port, and  you  must  point  him  to  the  Christian’s  Father, 
and  to  the  Christian’s  home.  The  doubting  will  come 
to  you  for  instruction,  and  you  must  unfold  to  him  the 
truths  of  our  religion.  The  sick  will  call  on  you  for 
prayers,  and  you  must  teach  him  to  ask  in  faith  and 
submission.  You  will  watch  the  departing  of  the  spirit, 
and  let  it  ascend  to  heaven  in  the  incense  of  your  de- 
votion. Such  are  the  least  painful  duties  to  which 
you  will  be  summoned.  It  is  not  becoming  in  me  to 
urge  these  or  other  labours  upon  you  : you  have  been 
solemnly  charged  to  exhort,  admonish,  and  edify  by 
word  and  by  example.  I would  name  these  services 
that  I may  encourage  you  in  view  of  them  ; for  they 
carry  their  reward  with  them.  In  the  gratitude  of  those 
whom  you  benefit,  in  the  love  of  those  whom  you  serve, 
in  the  improvement  of  those  whom  you  teach,  you  will 
find  ample  compensation  for  all  your  perseverance  ; you 
will  enjoy  the  confidence  of  many  hearts ; you  will  share 
in  tbe  joys  as  well  as  the  sorrows  of  many  families  ; you 
will  be  the  friend  as  well  as  the  minister : chambers  will 
be  cordially  opened  to  you  which  affliction  has  closed  to 
all  others;  the  eye  of  the  sufferer  will  brighten  at  your 
entrance ; many  souls  which  God  alone  has  searched, 
will  be  revealed  to  you  ; much  genuine  goodness,  much 
fervent  piety  which  the  world  sees  not  will  be  discovered 
by  you  : and  after  a day  spent  in  the  communion  of  other 
minds,  when  you  have  witnessed  all  varieties  of  situa- 
tion, and  have  been  called  at  one  moment  to  rejoice  with 
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those  that  rejoice,  and  at  another  to  weep  with  those 
that  weep,  you  will  find  in  the  evening  meditation  of 
your  own  thoughts  a satisfaction  that  will  far  outweigh 
fatigue,  and  drive  away  despondency.  To  such  privileges, 
to  such  joys,  which  none  but  a devoted  minister  can 
taste,  I welcome  you.  I know  that  you  will  need  them, 
and  will  value  them.  I welcome  you,  my  brother, 
to  a life  of  trial,  and  of  reward.  I would  not  that  you 
should  think  it  an  easy  task  to  minister  at  the  Christian 
altar  ; the  fire  must  be  watched  day  and  night.  The  end 
of  your  exertions  is  the  salvation  of  men,  and  this,  you 
believe,  is  not  alight  matter.  It  demands  a persevering 
faith,  a zealous  piety,  a constant  self-denial,  a devotion 
of  heart,  and  soul,  and  life,  to  one  absorbing  interest. 
If  you  would  be  happy  and  blessed  in  your  ministry,  you 
must  have  a spirit  which  no  difficulties  can  overcome, 
unbending  as  God’s  truth,  and  active  as  God’s  provi- 
dence. Your  situation  is  peculiar:  you  will  have  not 
only  the  usual  trials  of  a minister’s  life,  but  many  aris- 
ing from  your  place  in  this  city,  surrounded  by  those 
who  are  warmly  and  conscientiously  opposed  to  your 
faith,  and  separated  from  the  intercourse  of  those  who, 
with  you,  believe  Unitarian  Christianity  to  be  the  reli- 
gion of  the  gospel.  Your  ministerial  duties  will  be 
heavier,  your  language  will  be  more  liable  to  misrepre- 
sentation, and  your  conduct  will  be  more  strictly  watch- 
ed than  those  of  most  ot  your  brethren.  But  you  have 
also  the  conviction,  founded  on  the  study  of  the  Bible, 
that  you  hold  the  truth,  and  the  confidence,  resting  on 
the  character  of  God,  that  the  truth  shall  prevail.  You 
have  the  example  of  other  pastors  who  gave  themselves 
to  the  cause  of  a pure  faith  in  like  circumstances,  and 
who  have  seen  that  faith  making  sure  progress,  and 
spreading  its  light  through  the  clouds  of  prejudice  and 
opposition,  and  who  now  look  with  confidence  rather 


than  anxiety  to  its  universal  diffusion.  It  must  be  so 
here,  unless  the  providence  of  God,  which  once  permitted 
the  darkness  of  error  to  exclude  the  religion  of  Jesus 
Irom  almost  every  spot  on  the  earth,  should  still  delay 
the  time,  when  that  religion  shall  be  recognised  at  once 
in  its  purity  and  simplicity.  My  brother,  you  can  employ 
one  argument,  which,  in  itself,  is  able  to  vanquish  the 
prejudices  of  men,  and,  without  which,  controversy  can 
effect  little.  You  can  exercise  the  irresistible  eloquence 
of  goodness.  A holy,  humble,  and  charitable  life  is 
a testimony  in  your  favour  which  must  silence  and  con- 
vince your  adversaries.  They  may  deny  your  sincerity, 
may  charge  you  with  religious  indifference,  may  call  you 
unbeliever,  but  let  your  answer  be,  “ I will  show  my  faith 
by  my  works  and  though  the  bigoted  may  shut  their 
eyes  to  the  evidence,  the  community  will  judge  the  tree 
by  its  fruits.  Be  not  disheartened  by  the  troubles  which 
you  may  meet  in  the  very  entrance  of  your  work.  The 
burthen  of  cares  and  duties  will  be  heaviest  at  first  J 
a scholar’s  life  is  not  adapted  to  fit  one  for  the  perplex- 
ities of  the  ministry.  You  are  thrown  at  once  from  the 
bosom  of  home,  and  the  seclusion  of  study,  into  the  new 
relations  of  the  pastoral  office.  If  you  are  too  sanguine, 
you  must  bear  disappointment;  if  you  despond,  you  will 
destroy  the  energy  that  will  be  needed.  Be  of  good 
courage.  You  are  young;  so  was  Timothy  when  he  re- 
ceived the  injunction,  let  no  man  despise  thy  youth. 
You  will  be  alone  ; so  was  Paul  when  standing  on  Mars’ 
hill,  he  spake  as  the  servant  of  the  one  living  God. 
Look  at  the  saints  of  former  times ; remember  those 
who,  in  these  latter  days,  have  endured  much,  and  re- 
signed much  for  the  interests  of  pure  Christianity.  Faith, 
hope,  and  charity,  these,  my  brother,  are  the  three  great 
virtues  of  the  Christian  character,  and  are  they  not  suf- 
ficient for  the  severest  trials  ? "VVhat  difficulties  shall 
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not  faith  surmount  ? Our  Saviour  has  said,  nothing  is 
impossible.  What  gloom  shall  not  hope  convert  into 
brightness?  What  enemy  shall  not  charity  soften,  if 
it  cannot  subdue  ? Did  I just  say  you  had  left  the  bo- 
som of  home  ? You  are  cast  into  the  midst  of  friends. 
You  have  forsaken  your  father’s  house  at  the  call  of 
duty,  and  this  people  have  opened  their  arms  to  you. 
The  protectors  of  your  youth  are  far  from  you,  but  the 
associates  of  your  manhood  are  gathering  themselves 
around  you.  Your  brethren  in  the  ministry,  who  will 
rejoice  in  your  success,  are  distant  from  you ; none 
will  be  here  to  encourage  you  by  their  aid  and  coun- 
sel, but  you  will  not  be  forgotten.  Many  remembrances 
and  many  hopes  will  rest  upon  you.  Our  prayers  will 
be  offered  to  heaven  for  your  welfare  ; our  sympathy 
will  be  given  you  in  trial  and  in  success.  Your  name 
will  be  on  our  lips,  and  though  we  may  seldom  exchange 
this  pledge  of  union,  our  thoughts,  our  solicitude,  our 
hearts  will  be  with  you.  W e claim  no  authority  over  you. 
Never  may  we  violate  the  principles  which  we  assert, 
the  independence  of  churches,  the  rights  of  conscience, 
and  the  freedom  of  pi’ivate  judgment.  The  hand 
of  fellowship  shall  always  be  the  hand  of  help,  but 
God  forbid,  that  it  should  ever  be  the  hand  of  tyranny. 
If  you  reciprocate  the  feelings,  which,  in  the  name  of 
this  council,  and  of  the  portion  of  Christians  which  they 
represent,  I have  expressed,  let  me  ask  of  you  a similar 
pledge  of  love  and  remembrance. 

My  friend  and  brother  ; I have  spoken  for  others ; 
I scarce  dare  to  speak  for  myself.  This  is  not  a suit- 
able place  for  the  exhibition  of  private  emotions,  but 
propriety  does  not  forbid,  and  our  past  friendship  de- 
mands, that  I should  once  more  proffer  you  this  hand. 
I give  it  to  you  as  the  hand  of  one  who  has  known 
vour  struggles,  who  confides  in  your  character,  and 
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who  most  truly  wishes  you  success.  I had  indulged 
the  hope  that  we  should  not  be  thus  separated,  that 
as  we  had  passed  the  years  of  our  youthful  studies 
together,  we  might  assist  each  other  in  our  active 
duties.  The  Providence  of  God  has  disappointed 
these  hopes.  He  has  placed  you  in  a sphere  of  great 
usefulness.  Look  up;  the  field  is  one  of  immense  ex- 
tent and  promise.  Enter  upon  your  labour  cheerfully  ; 
enter  upon  it  with  Christian  resolution.  We  are  united 
my  friend,  in  the  same  undertaking.  A few  months  only 
have  elapsed,  since  I received  the  solemn  charge  which 
has  this  day  been  imposed  upon  you.  The  feelings  of 
that  time  are  still  fresh ; they  are  recalled  in  fulness 
by  the  services  of  your  ordination.  We  have  known 
each  other’s  sentiments,  doubts,  and  hopes.  Let  us  pur- 
sue the  same  course  of  zealous  duty,  and  though  we 
may  seldom  meet  in  this  world,  we  shall  be  prepared  for 
a happy  union  in  eternity.  Go  on  then,  my  brother  | 
and  God’s  blessing  go  with  you.  May  you  be  happy  in 
the  approbation  of  a good  conscience.  May  you  rejoice 
in  a successful  ministry.  May  you  be  blessed  with  your 
people’s  love.  May  the  aged  receive  you  as  a friend 
who  will  uphold  their  trembling  steps;  may  the  young 
cluster  around  you  as  the  guide  to  their  inexperienced 
feet.  You  have  given  your  youth  to  God,  may  he  give 
you  many  days  of  health,  and  an  old  age  of  honour. 
And  may  you  then  be  rich  in  the  affections  of  those, 
whose  infant  minds  you  formed  to  piety.  May  you 
descend  to  a grave  hallowed  by  many  tears.  May  your 
memory  be  that  of  the  just,  and  your  portion  be  God’s 
Jove  for  ever. 

To  this  Society,  we  present  our  sincere  and  hearty 
congratulations.  We  rejoice  with  you  Christian  friends, 
in  the  promises  of  this  day.  You  have  struggled  through 
much  embarrassment  and  obloquy.  You  have  sur- 
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mounted  difficulties  that  would  have  broken  a less  de-* 
termined  spirit.  You  have  now  found  one  who  is  ready 
to  devote  himself  to  your  good,  and  tearing  himself 
from  the  scenes  of  education,  of  domestic  affection,  and 
of  early  habits,  to  intrust  his  happiness  to  your  hands. 
You  will  therefore  receive  him  with  no  little  kindness, 
and  while  he  deserves  your  approbation,  you  will  con- 
tinue to  him  the  expressions  of  your  gratitude.  He 
will  look  to  you  for  assistance,  for  indulgence,  and  for 
affection.  Let  him  not  look  in  vain.  Should  he  err, 
remember  his  youth,  and  his  perplexities.  Do  not  de- 
mand of  him  more  than  he  can  perform.  Do  not  bur- 
then him  with  duties,  which,  from  his  age  and  situation, 
it  is  impossible  that  he  should  discharge.  Give  him 
your  entire  confidence.  He  has  shewn  that  he  seeks 
not  ease  nor  wealth,  but  usefulness,  and  that  he  may  be 
useful  to  you,  he  must  know  your  characters.  Listen 
to  his  instructions  ; attend  upon  them,  and  let  him  see 
that  you  are  interested  by  them.  Let  not  the  fervour 
of  your  zeal  abate,  when  the  excitement  of  this  occasion 
shall  subside.  Be  not  wise  merely  in  the  things  of  con- 
troversy, and  oh  ! do  not  cherish  the  spirit  of  party.  It 
is  at  best  an  enemy  forced  to  fight  on  the  side  of  Chris- 
tianity. It  is  not  the  spirit  of  our  religion,  for  the  one 
is  mild  and  charitable,  the  other  is  proud  and  selfish. 
You  justly  glory  in  the  distinctions  of  being  Unitarians, 
but  it  is  a nobler  privilege  to  be  Christians.  Do  not 
forget  the  greater  in  the  less.  The  success  of  your 
minister,  as  well  as  of  the  doctrines  which  he  maintains, 
will  depend  very  much  on  your  co-operation  with  him, 
by  illustrating  his  instructions  in  your  lives.  Nothing 
will  tend  more  to  discourage  him  than  your  negligence. 
Nothing  will  be  a better  comment  on  his  preaching  than 
your  holiness.  His  exertions  will  be  confined  to  you 
and  your  families.  He  will  be  deprived  of  the  religious 


sympathy,  and  in  a great  degree,  of  the  social  inter- 
course of  others,  while  your  secular  and  domestic  rela- 
tions will  bring  you  into  constant  collision  with  the 
community  about  you.  On  them  you  may  exert  a pow- 
erful influence.  By  the  language  of  your  daily  con- 
duct, by  the  testimony  of  your  blameless  lives,  you  may 
win  many  to  the  profession  of  a faith  which  produces 
such  virtues.  Your  minister  will  thus,  by  enkindling 
in  you  the  graces  of  the  Christian  character,  save  his 
own  soul,  have  you  for  the  crown  of  his  rejoicing,  and 
be  a means  of  spreading  pure  and  undefiled  religion 
throughout  the  land.  Brethren,  to  you,  under  the  pro- 
vidence and  grace  of  God,  we  commend  him.  His  hap- 
piness he  has  linked  with  yours  ; his  joy  must  be  your 
joy,  his  sorrow  must  be  your  sorrow.  The  progress  of 
truth  here,  as  elsewhere,  must  be  gradual ; and  it  will 
be  pursuing  its  silent  course  in  the  minds  of  men,  when 
you  may  think  that  it  is  sleeping.  Let  your  youthful 
pastor  find  from  you  counsel,  aid,  confidence,  sympa- 
thy, and  love.  We  do  not  distrust  the  sincerity  of  your 
hearts,  nor  do  we  believe,  that  the  promises  of  this  day 
shall  deceive  us.  The  perseverance  and  union  which 
have  distinguished  you  under  circumstances  of  peculiar 
trial,  give  the  assurance  of  your  future  success.  The 
first  day  of  toil  is  over.  The  morning  of  a brighter  has 
burst  upon  you  : may  it  never  be  darkened  by  the  mists 
of  passion  or  variance.  Be  at  peace  among  your- 
selves, and  the  clouds  of  persecution  shall  in  vain  ob- 
scure your  name.  They  shall  be  converted  into  the 
splendid  attendants  of  its  progress,  as  its  goes  forth  sub- 
duing, cheering,  and  enlightening.  Peace  be  to  this 
house.  For  our  brethren  and  companions’  sake,  we  say, 
peace  be  within  its  walls.  And  when  they  shall  have 
crumbled  into  dust,  may  its  worshippers  be  found  united 
in  a more  glorious,  even  a heavenly  temple. 
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